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Abstract:

More than a century has passed since the turning point of plastic artin Europe, marking its gradual entry into the world of modern
art. The firstsigns of modern art emerged from the Sa/on des Refusésin 1863. The works exhibited there were met with intense criticism,
accusations, and sarcasm from leading critics, and were rejected by most academic artists who had graduated from the Ecole des Beaux-
Arts in Paris. These “rejected” works were considered a departure from convention, yet they later came to be recognized as the

|n

Impressionist movement, which paved the way for the emergence of modern art. This movement resembled a “snowball” that rolled
from the Salon des Refusés, opening doors to various schools, movements, and tendencies that all fall under the umbrella of modern
art.The denunciation once directed at Impressionist works finds a contemporary parallel today in attitudes toward the “descendants” of
those modernist artworks, which remain confined within a “cage of isolation” in the perception of the general Arab audience, accused

of strangeness and unfamiliarity. The sense of unfamiliarity adopted by modern art—once rejected—may, under favorable conditions,

become appreciated in the future if the factors of acceptance are established.

In the view of the general audience in our societies today, modern artwork appears as an “encoded” image, unclear in its features
and lacking the explicit interpretive meanings upon which this audience relies in appreciating art. Many artists attribute this sense of
encoding to a fundamental barrier that obscures the shared grounds between the artist (as sender) and the viewer (as receiver).The
researcher argues that the absence or elimination of shared references between artist and viewer constitutes a central dilemma that
drives the audience to neglect modern artworks regardless of their creative value. The study concludes that this marginalization arises
from two interrelated problematics:First: The Problematic of Interpretation, which relates to the viewer’s lack of motivation to seek the
keys and tools of perception and conceptual understanding necessary to approach modern art within its cultural, social, and historical

contexts.

Second: The Problematic of Reception, which concerns the motivational factors influencing how the general public receives
modern artworks, particularly in the absence of cultural awareness regarding the role of plastic art in shaping cultural and social
consciousness.The researcher maintains that reception is ultimately the outcome of effective interpretation, albeit varying according to
differences in cultural, social, and cognitive perspectives. Accordingly, the study is titled:"Modern Art: The Problematic of Interpretation
and the Problematic of Reception.”This research addresses the major contentious perceptions surrounding both the dilemma and the
values of modern art. It also highlights the impact of transformations in the concept of modern art and its contemporary function.
Modern painting does not offer a ready-made meaning; rather, it raises aesthetic and intellectual questions, making interpretation and

reception two fundamental axes that jointly shape the contemplation and acceptance of the artwork.
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