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Abstract:

This research, entitled “Symbolic Practices in the Art of Wall Sculpture in the Works of the Artist Dara Hama Saeed,” investi gates
the philosophical and aesthetic dimensions of symbolism in the artist’s wall sculptures and analyzes the ways in which symbols are
employed as expressive media conveyingintellectual, cultural, and aesthetic meanings. The study focuses onthe artist’s works produced
during the period from 1987 to 2020. The research problem centers on examining how Dara Hama Saeed employs visual symbols in his

wall sculptures and identifying the intellectual and aesthetic meanings generated by these symbols in the construction of the artwork

The research adopts adescriptive-analytical approach, through which a purposive sample of the artist’s wall sculptures is analyzed
based on the theoretical framework indicators addressing the concept of symbolism, symbolic practices, and their aesthetic and

expressive functions in wall sculpture.

The findings reveal that the artist employs an integrated symbolic system inspired by the Kurdish environment, heritage, and
culture, with the horse serving as a central symbol in a number of his works, alongside other symbolic elements that contribute to
constructing the visual discourse of the artwork. The study demonstrates that these symbols are not employed merely as decorative
forms; rather, they convey meanings associated with strength, freedom, resilience, identity, and collective memory. Consequently, the
artist’s works acquire interconnected intellectual and aesthetic dimensions. The study concludes that the symbolic practices in Dara
Hama Saeed’s work emerge from a conscious intellectual and cultural awareness and are grounded in the integration of mass,
movement, space, and symbol, contributing to the production of contemporary wall sculptures that possess a distinctive visual identity

while synthesizing cultural heritage with modern artistic approaches.
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